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By JULIA CHANDLER MANZ.

Now don't you see that it can’t be done?

There isn't a producer in captivity who can afford to offer a high-class
entertainment at reduced prices.

When a theater announces a first-grade attraction and in the same breath
houts “popular prices” just put it down, that as sure as two and two are four,
i E r in the woodpile,” for the present cost of producing a worth-
11 2 he hands of capable players is such as to make the mainte-
i the current scale of prices in the “legitimate” houses a necessity to
the producer unless he 1s going to lose money.

Ii my opinion in this matter was confirmed before it was doubly fixed last
week by the first presentation in this city of “The Story of the Rosary.” An-
onncements precceding \Walter Howard's melodra claimed a stupendous
nroduction of a meritorious piece at the hands of giited players, From the
source as s claim for the play came the offer of seats at popular
es which instantly shut one up to the conclusion that somecthing was

g somewhere, nor did it take more than the first act of the melodrama
S e Belasco last Mondav evening to bring one to a solution of the problem,
or viewed from every logical angle, “The Story of the Rosary” is a slap-
stick melodrama, written around a hackneyed theme, and introducing a group
of impossible characters which are presented, in the main, with such persist-
ent lack of color that even the popular prices asked of the public to see it are
cxorbitant )

Yet Mr. Howard, who is responsible for both the play and its staging,
secerts that four companies are successfully presenting the piece in England,
which is certainly no flattering commentary on British taste and intelligence.

The current dramatic year has been distinguished by a dearth of Shake-
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